
 

 Minutes - 7 January 2020  Page 1 
 

Town of  West Bridgewater 
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

MacDonald - Brown Conference Room, Town Hall 

65 North Main Street 

 

7 January 2020       

Minutes 

 

6:30 PM     Chairman Tim Hay (TH) called the meeting to order with Commissioners Moe McCarthy 

(MM), Steve Winters (SW), Ryan Byrnes (RB), and Alternate Commissioner Paula Bethoney (PB) 

present. Commissioner Lee Anderson (LA) was absent.   Agent John DeLano (JD) took notes for 

Secretary Kitty Doherty to transcribe. The meeting was filmed for cable release at a later date,  and a 

sign-in sheet recorded the names of those who attended. No new or revised plans were submitted for any 

of the hearings at this meeting.  

   

Minutes for the Meeting on 17 December 2019 were not yet available.   

 

New Public Hearing: 

Scotland & Maple Streets 40B; Notice of Intent (SE 328 -  )  Jacobs Driscoll Engineering / Cochesett 

Developers (Bisher Hashem), to subdivide two vacant parcels into 44 residential lots with associated 

infrastructure and grading.   

Consultant Greg Driscoll presented the certified abutter notification mailing receipts and gave a brief 

overview of the plans,  proposing 28 single family dwellings and 64 Duplexes with street and utility 

infrastructure design highlights.  Septic areas are to be shared by groups of residential units.     

Agent  DeLano questioned the engineer about the groundwater table elevations at the rear of the lots 

fronting on Scotland Street.   He was concerned that inaccurate determinations of these elevations could 

lead to wet basements if the foundations were set too far into the ground.  The developer assured the 

agent that the basements would be kept above the estimated seasonal high water table.  The agent was 

also concerned about the amount of filling shown at the rear of the units,  and how that would impact the 

runoff towards the rear yards of neighbors along Scotland Street.  The developer assured the commission 

that the swale created at the back of the Cochesett lots and at the back of homes  fronting Scotland Street 

would capture the runoff and direct it to the stormwater basins.  JD asked if the septic systems had been 

designed yet. The developer said that septic designs were still being prepared and would be shown on  

revised plans for the development.  JD said that the engineering consultant hired by the ZBA to review 

their plans had noted in their report that there should be more specific evaluation  included in the  

definitive plans.  With this in mind, Agent DeLano recommended that the commission hire a 53G 

consultant to review the drainage design and calculations.  He suggested Allen & Major as the 53G,  
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based on the past thorough reviews they have done for the commission.  The applicant was in 

agreement. 

Many abutters spoke about their existing wet basements, wetness of their yards, and the flooding that 

occurs on the land.  They worried that the development would contribute more water to their yards and 

cellars.  Agent DeLano reiterated the need for the developer to determine the accurate water table 

elevations for each lot so that the swales along the rear property line of the abutters could be accurately 

designed to intercept runoff from going onto their property. 

Two abutters were concerned about their drinking water wells being polluted by the development’s 

septic systems.  The applicant mentioned they will not have any septic systems closer than 100’ to the 

drinking wells.   DeLano said that the state’s sanitary code only requires 100’ separation which implies 

that the 100’ setback is sufficient to protect their wells.  The developer noted that the ZBA decision also 

requires that the Scotland Street water main  be extended to the houses south of the Maple / Scotland 

Streets intersection. 

The developer told the commission and the audience that plans as presented for the public hearing were 

undergoing changes and new plans would be turned into the commission.  The developer said that he 

will provide the abutters with a link so that they can  see the plan changes when submitted.  Agent 

DeLano said that the abutters could email him and he would send out the digital copies of the project’s 

documents.  

A number of miscellaneous questions about sidewalks, curbs, width of pavements and wetland setbacks 

were asked by abutters and were answered by the applicant. 

 The commission said that they want the drainage reviewed by a third party and agreed that the 53G 

consultant should be Allen & Major.  The commission told the abutters that no approval would be given 

for the project until all the concerns with runoff have been addressed. 

▪ MM/SW motioned to continue the public hearing  to 21 January 2020 in order to secure a cost quote  

and complete the 53G contract; so voted. 

 

115 Old Crescent Street; Everett & Hyacinth Murray;  General Stormwater Management (SWM) Permit    

to remove an existing old home and build a new single family house with associated amenities 

Consultant Robert Daly presented the Murray project details, saying that it is a demolition of an old 

house and the construction of new single family home with a new septic system. Agent DeLano 

explained how the General Stormwater Management permit would set conditions of approval.  He  

recommended closing the PH and issuing a GSMP. 

TH said that there should be some plantings of trees to replace the mature trees that will be cut down in 

order to install the septic system.  JD noted that he would add a special condition for this. 

▪ MM /SW motioned to close the public hearing, so voted.   

▪ MM /SW motioned to issue a GSWM Permit, so voted.  
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Continued Public Hearings:  

 

586 Manley Street; General Stormwater Management Permit; Jacobs Driscoll Engineering, Inc. / MJM 

Construction Corp (Manuel T. Buginga, Jr.): Stormwater public hearing  to convert an existing home 

into an office, and the construction of a garage / warehouse and contractor's yard   

Josh White from Jacobs Driscoll Engineering recapped the changes made to the plan as requested by the 

commission at the initial PH.  There were no additional issues or concerns. 

▪ MM /SW motioned  to close the Stormwater Management public hearing; so voted.  

▪ MM /SW  motioned to issue a GSMP; so voted.  

 

Other:  

 

Holmes Hill; Outdoor Classroom use request; Mike Rosow / Hero’s Journey Course Students from WBHS  

Closing Campfire Ceremony   Holmes Hill Fire Pit use by the High School 

 ▪ MM /SW  motioned to authorize the use; so voted.    Chairman Hay signed the request form.  

 

 

Administrative discussions:   

Reynolds Landing:  Adam Trott's  Eagle Scout Project 

Eagle Scout Candidate Adam Trott introduced himself and handed out a narrative on his proposed 

project.  He wants to replace the signage at Reynolds Landing due to the existing sign's state of 

disrepair.  He will model the new one after the signs located at other conservation areas such as  

Trucchi's Landing and Holmes Hill.  TH asked when he planned to do the work; Adam said late May 

early June of this year. 

▪ MM /SW  motioned to approve the project as presented; so voted. 

 

 

Farm Road Subdivision:  resident’s concerns - Kelly Heard & Jonathan Desjardins 

Kelly Heard & Jonathan Desjardins, two of the residents of the Farm Road development,  approached 

the commission with concerns  about the developer's workmanship,  and the fact the developer didn’t 

comply with the stormwater requirements.  They wanted to  know if he could be held accountable or 

fined.  

Agent DeLano said that the developer had a representative who had submitted Erosion Control Reports 

as required by the OOC, and that there had been some erosion issues that were brought to the attention 

of the contractor.  JD noted that the contractor did make corrections when he was being paid but refused 

to work for the developer when the developer owed him substantial money.  The agent reminded the 

commission that in the future this problem will be solved with the new policy of placing a surety bond 

special condition in the OOC.  In addition, JD suggested that a compliance 53G be required to hold the 

developer accountable for the corrective actions.  Mr. Desjardins requested copies of the erosion control 

reports.  JD  said that he would send them. There was no specific commission action taken other than 

this having this public discussion to air the problem.  
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100 Beacon Street:  Enforcement Order  - Unauthorized cutting of the trees in a BVW 

Agent DeLano spoke on behalf of Anthony Gomes,  who appeared at this meeting with his mother 

Maria.  JD  gave an overview of the violation,  noting that the trees were being cut down in the backyard 

and the As- built for the site shows the WL as being only about 20’ in back of the  house.  Mr. Gomes 

said that he wanted to make his back yard larger and asked the commission to allow him to do so.  Agent 

DeLano explained that the family had just bought the property back in August and didn’t know about 

the wetland. 

Agent Delano  does not recommend granting this request.  MM noted that he didn’t want to set a 

precedent by allowing this exception to the Conservation Bylaw regulations.  

 ▪ MM /SW  motioned to issue an Enforcement Order that prohibits additional cutting in order to let the 

area grow back naturally;  to erect three Wetland signs along  the fence line, and if no fence, to install 

pipes with signs; so voted 

 

426 East Center Street:  Stephen P. Wood;  Sludge Dumping  update  

Agent DeLano  acknowledged the receipt of a letter from E.T. Engineering asking for, due to their very 

busy work schedule, additional time to complete the required work for Mr. Wood.  E.T. Engineering 

requested a continuance to  the 7 February 2020 meeting.  The commission took the request under 

advisement. 

 

Maps 1, 2 & 5; Lots 7, 9, 11, 2, 3 & 4  - Sign ORAD (SE 328 - 779) Meadow Wood LLC  

was signed by the commission  

  

 

133 Brooks Place;  COC request  - Donna Bausemer ; Agent DeLano recommends that the commission  

issue the Certificate of Compliance with a $1500 bond. 

 ▪ MM /SW  motioned to issue the COC with a $1500 bond; so voted 

 

265 West Center Street ; COC request - Kimberly Rush;  The agent recommends issuing this COC 

without a bond 

▪ MM /SW  motioned to issue a Certificate of compliance  without a bond; so voted. 

 

 

 ▪ MM /SW motioned to  adjourn at 8:43 PM, so voted.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kitty Doherty, Secretary 

Minutes accepted 21 January 2020  


	Town of  West Bridgewater

